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334    Book ReviewS

This is a fantastic little book which gives an overview of marketing in many different sized 
libraries and in many different library contexts. Contributors willingly share costings, plans, out-
comes and more which make this book very adaptable to your own library situation. With punchy 
writing and a variety of topics this book is a real little gem.

Gemma Siemensma
Ballarat Health Services

© 2016 Gemma Siemensma
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ARSC guide to audio preservation (CLIR Publications, #164), edited by 
Sam Brylawski, Maya Lerman, Robin Pike, and Kathlin Smith, Eugene, OR, Association 
for Recorded Sound Collections; Washington, DC, Council on Library and Information 
Resources; Washington, DC, Library of Congress, 2015, 240 pp., gratis (pdf) download 
from https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub164, US$30 (print), ISBN 978-1-93236-50-5

The editors state the purpose of the Association for Recorded Sound Collections Guide to audio 
preservation is ‘to help public and private institutions, as well as individual collectors, that have 
sound recordings in their collections but lack the professional expertise in one or more areas to 
preserve them’. It achieves this aim admirably. This is a practical and straightforward guide to the 
preservation of audio collections for anyone working in this area.

Sweeney, Associate Librarian for Library Services at the Library of Congress, introduces the 
guide by arguing the importance of audio preservation. He claims audio heritage is the ‘audio DNA’ 
of culture and is at risk due to changing technology, media deterioration and lack of accessibility. 
Meeting this challenge is difficult in an environment more prepared for print media conservation. 
Nevertheless, this primer gives the reader practical steps towards meeting this challenge.

All contributors are North American, as are many of the reference points. However, I can see 
this guide being relevant to an international audience. There are nine chapters written by a range 
of experts and neatly broken down into sub-sections. Topics include audio conservation, audio 
formats and associated risks, collections and appraisal, copyright, maintenance, description, dig-
itization and disaster preparedness.

This book could be read sequentially for an overview of the whole field or readers could go 
directly to relevant chapters via the contents page or the detailed index. For readers requiring 
detailed technical information, there are references to professional communities and organiza-
tions involved with sound recording preservation throughout as well as additional resources 
provided in the appendices.

Commissioned by the National Recording Preservation Board of the Library of Congress, this 
guide comes with high credentials – and it does not disappoint. This is a useful and accessi-
ble guide to caring for and preserving audio collections. I would particularly recommend it to 
Information and Library Science students as well as librarians working with audio collections in 
public and private institutions.

Miranda Francis
RMIT University
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