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Like Ker et al. (2005) we are committed to sharing

experiences in order to develop simulated patient pro-

grammes that provide learners with the best opportunities

in which to develop a whole range of professional skills. We

believe the success of our simulated patient programme is

based on adherence to principles of adult learning (Knowles,

1990), thinking creatively about ways to support health care

professional training and a team approach that whenever

possible includes students, actors, clinicians, psychologists

and educationalists at all stages of programme development,

implementation and evaluation.

Debra Nestel, Senior Lecturer in

Clinical Communication

Department of Biosurgery and Technology,

Imperial College London, Paterson Centre

Charing Cross Hospital, St Dunstan’s Road, Room 9L04

London W6 8RF, UK.

Email: d.nestel@imperial.ac.uk

Roger Kneebone,

Senior Lecturer in Surgical Education

Steve Black,

Clinical Research Fellow

Norma Jones, Simulated Patient

Emma Horrocks, Medical Student

Rachael Harrison, Medical Student

Cordula Wetzel, PhD Student

References

KER, J.S., DOWIE, A., DOWELL, J., et al. (2005) Twelve tips for developing

and maintaining a simulated patient bank, Medical Teacher, 27, pp. 4–9.

KNEEBONE, R.L., KIDD. J., NESTEL, D., et al. (2002a) An innovative

model for teaching and learning clinical procedures, Medical Education,

36, pp. 628–634.

KNEEBONE, R., NESTEL, D. & DARZI, A. (2002b) Taking the skills lab

onto the wards, Medical Education, 36, pp. 1093–1094.

KNEEBONE, R., TAYLOR, P., NESTEL, D., et al. (2003) Learning the skills

of flexible sigmoidoscopy––the wider perspective, Medical Education,

37(Suppl. 1), pp. 1–9.

KNEEBONE, R.L. & NESTEL, D. (2006) Learning clinical skills––the place

of simulation, Clinical Teacher, in press.

KNEEBONE, R.L., KIDD. J., NESTEL, D., et al. (2005) Blurring the

boundaries: Scenario-based simulation in a clinical setting, Medical

Education, 39, pp. 580–587.

KNOWLES, M. (1990) The Adult Learner: A Neglected Species (Houston,

TX, Gulf Publishing).

NESTEL, D., KNEEBONE, R. & TAYLOR, P. (2003a) Communication for

gastro-intestinal endoscopy: experiences of a course for nurse practi-

tioners, Gastrointestinal Nursing, 1, pp. 18–25.

NESTEL, D., KNEEBONE, R.L. & KIDD, J. (2003b) Teaching and learning

about skills in minor surgery—–an innovative course for nurses, Journal

of Clinical Nursing, 12, pp. 291–296.

The influence of histology and embryology

courses on student achievement in gross

human anatomy courses

Dear Sir

The methodology for teaching anatomy classes has changed

in many universities around the world and is in the process of

change in others. The present tendency is oriented towards

a complete curriculum, in which subjects are related to each

other and not taught in an isolated manner. The ‘‘classical’’

division of the medical curriculum into the subjects taught

during the first years, called pre-clinical subjects (basic

sciences) and those taught during the final years, called

clinical subjects, is now inadequate.

In the School of Medicine of the Universidad Autónoma

de Nuevo León, there is a clear division between pre-clinical

and clinical subjects. Gross human anatomy is taught for one

semester and the subjects of histology and embryology are

taught during another semester. If we know how studying

related courses (histology and embryology) before studying

anatomy influences achievement in anatomy during the first

year of studies in the School of Medicine, it can be used to

make a change to improve the integration of the courses

within the curriculum.

Students in the traditional anatomy course answered a

survey, and pre-test and post-test. The survey consisted of

nine questions to obtain demographical data and both tests

were made up of 30 multiple-choice questions. The survey

was used to divide the student population into two groups:

one group was in the second semester and had already taken

the histology and embryology course during the first semester

and the other group was in the first semester taking the

anatomy course (without having taken the histology and

embryology course). The pre-test was taken on the first day of

class in the anatomy course and the post-test was taken

during the last week of the course. The difference in the

points obtained on the post-test and pre-test were used to

measure achievement in the course.

A survey was filled out and two tests were taken by 100

first semester students and 59 second semester students.

Histology and embryology courses were passed by 39 out of

59 students; 13 out of 59 students credited at least one of the

courses while only 6 out of 59 students failed both courses.

There is no relationship between the pass-fail rate in

histology and embryology and the achievement in anatomy.

There was no significant difference ( p<0.05) in achievement

in the anatomy course when comparing students who had

taken histology and embryology courses and those who were

in their first semester of study.
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The evaluation of dermatologic education in

the postgraduate period

Dear Sir

In Turkey, dermatology training in medical schools consists

of a 1-month compulsory clinical training period in the fifth

class. According to our national health system, graduates of

medical schools are employed as general practitioners (GP)

in primary health care centers. To determine the usefulness

and efficacy of dermatological education given in medical

faculties and to obtain the opinions of the GPs on the issue,

we conducted a study on 98 GPs from primary health
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facilities in the city of Malatya. Fifty dermatology questions

prepared for fifth class students of Inonu University Medical

Faculty were asked to the GPs. The results were compared

within the GP groups and with the points of students.

The ratios of correct answers and the comments of the

practitioners on the issue were also evaluated. The mean

score for the practitioners (34.5� 8.63) was significantly

lower than that of the students (71.8� 12.16) ( p<0.05).

The duration of practitionership, school of graduation,

and marital status did not affect the number of correct

answers. The most correct answers were on the commonly-

seen diseases and topics suh as acne vulgaris, systemic

corticosteroids, urticaria, and psoriasis. The contents

of answers were considered as non-useful by 46%, useful

by 31%, and less useful by 23% of practitioners.

This study revealed that dermatological education given

by medical faculties is generally considered as non-useful

and forgotten easily in time by GPs. It is concluded that

undergraduate dermatology training needs to be re-evaluated

and more practical work up should be preferred to heavy

theoretical education in training. Continuing dermatological

education to practitioners should also be applied periodically.

Other studies conducted on the issue from different points of

view are adviced.
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