
Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://informahealthcare.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=imte20

Medical Teacher

ISSN: 0142-159X (Print) 1466-187X (Online) Journal homepage: informahealthcare.com/journals/imte20

Simple maths of ‘task-based learning (TBL)’ in
Acute Medicine TBL = effective learning + timely
completion of tasks + productivity

Tahir Nazir

To cite this article: Tahir Nazir (2012) Simple maths of ‘task-based learning (TBL)’ in Acute
Medicine TBL = effective learning + timely completion of tasks + productivity, Medical Teacher,
34:12, 1090-1090, DOI: 10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556

To link to this article:  https://doi.org/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556

Published online: 30 Aug 2012.

Submit your article to this journal 

Article views: 707

View related articles 

Citing articles: 1 View citing articles 

https://informahealthcare.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=imte20
https://informahealthcare.com/journals/imte20?src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556
https://doi.org/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556
https://informahealthcare.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=imte20&show=instructions&src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=imte20&show=instructions&src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/doi/mlt/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556?src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/doi/mlt/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556?src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/doi/citedby/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556?src=pdf
https://informahealthcare.com/doi/citedby/10.3109/0142159X.2012.716556?src=pdf


was effective in stimulating interest in medicine. All agreed that

they were more likely to apply for medicine after attending the

event. Although short-term outcome indicates that the WPP

was effective at widening access to medicine, we aim to

follow-up this group of bright students to see if the WPP

actually resulted in admission into medical school.
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Simple maths of ‘task-based

learning (TBL)’ in Acute

Medicine TBL¼effective

learningþ timely completion

of tasksþproductivity

Dear Sir

Despite major structural and organisational advancements in

Acute Medicine, it remains a very busy medical specialty.

Clinical activity in Acute Medicine is on the rise in the United

Kingdom. In addition to timely and effective clinical

management of the acutely unwell patients, ensuring patient

safety and meeting high professional standards, we also have

an important responsibility to train students both at

post-graduate as well as at undergraduate level. People often

end up thinking whether they have to make a choice between

service commitments or training. That is where TBL can be

very useful; it ensures good quality training and timely

completion of tasks without causing delays in service

provision.

During undergraduate as well as postgraduate training,

healthcare professional spend a significant amount of time

working in clinical environment carrying out various tasks.

These tasks can be used as the central focus and further

learning arranged around it (O’Halloran 2001). Such learning

strategy is termed a task-based learning (TBL). Relevant

learning objectives derived from the task may include generic

skills like communications skills as well task specific outcomes

like understanding of basic medical sciences, disease preven-

tion, health promotion, physical examination skills and clinical

management of a disease.

We have employed TBL locally in our very busy Acute

Medicine department with undergraduate as well postgraduate

students and have received excellent feedback from students

and trainees, who get the feeling of being involved in patient

care and decision-making and have reported increased level of

confidence in managing various conditions. This has no

adverse effect on our unit’s waiting times.

TBL offers many advantages as following (Harden et al.

2006).

(1) TBL is an opportunity for on-the-job learning and suits

well to clinical environment.

(2) It follows the principles of adult and independent

learning.

(3) TBL offers an excellent opportunity to allow horizontal

and vertical integration.

(4) It gives students an opportunity to see the learning in its

real life perspective

(5) It prepares the students for what is expected of them

after graduation.

(6) Service provision can be continued while learning takes

place alongside it.

(7) It is relevant and time efficient.

TBL’s limitations include

(1) It is a relatively new concept (and terminology) and

long-term drawbacks are not known.

(2) Teachers (clinicians) would need some training to

facilitate TBL in their clinical settings.

(3) Too many new strategies can cause confusion amongst

senior medical staff who are already struggling to come

to terms with PBL.
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