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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Prohepcidin, anemia and inflammatory markers in non-diabetic
uremic patients

Sim Sai Tin1 and Viroj Wiwanitkit2

1Medical Science Department, Medical Center, Shantou, P.R. China and 2Tropical Medicine Department, Hainan Medical University, Hainan,

P.R. China

We would like to discuss on the publication on ‘‘Prohepcidin,

anemia and inflammatory markers in non-diabetic uremic

patients’’.1 Aydin et al. reported that ‘‘Prohepcidin levels

increase with deepening anemia and show positive correlation

with inflammatory markers’’.1 In fact, there are some

previous reports on Prohepcidin and anemia in renal failure.

Concluded that ‘‘high Prohepcidin levels may be associated

with the factors that inhibit erythropoiesis in HD patients’’.2

Nevertheless, there are many considerations on the present

report. First, the other causes of anemia have not been ruled

out in the present study. Some kinds of genetic anemia such as

thalassemia affect several studied parameters including iron

profile and inflammatory marker.3 Second, the underlying

chronic hepatitis has to be ruled out since it can affect the

level of Prohepcidin in patient with renal failure. Recently,

Caliskan et al. noted for ‘‘lower serum Prohepcidin levels

associated with lower iron and erythropoietin requirements in

hemodialysis patients with chronic hepatitis C’’.4
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