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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Response to Carbillon L et al. letter titled;
‘‘The imbalance of circulating
angiogenic/anti-angiogenic factors
is mild or absent in obese women
destined to develop preeclampsia’’

Sarosh Rana and S. Ananth Karumanchi

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School, Boston,

MA, USA

Lionel Carbillon raises an interesting point that angiogenic abnormalities may

not contribute to the pathogenesis of preeclampsia among obese subjects. Our

study in which we demonstrated that preeclamptic women who have normal

angiogenic profile tend to be more obese than preeclamptic women with an

abnormal angiogenic profile (BMI 35.2 versus 31.1 in non-angiogenic versus

angiogenic preeclamptics) (1) supports his hypothesis. These findings taken

together with prior work by Loire et al. (2) and Suwaki et al. (3) suggest two

potential models to explain preeclampsia among obese subjects. An obvious

explanation is that there are still unidentified non-angiogenic pathways in

obese subjects that mediate preeclampsia. Another possibility is that the

majority of obese subjects may be misclassified as preeclamptics as they tend

to have baseline hypertension and/or proteinuria from subclinical renal

disease. Our finding that obese preeclamptics with normal angiogenic profile

have no adverse maternal or fetal outcomes (1) supports the latter hypothesis.

More studies are needed before we can draw definitive conclusions.
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