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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Erythropoietin in amniotic fluid

Beuy Joob1 and Viroj Wiwanitkit2,3

1Sanittion 1 Medical Academic Center, Bangkok, Thailand, 2University Editorial Office, Hainan Medical University, Haikou, China, and 3Biological

Science, Joseph Ayobabalola University, Nigeria

The recent article on ‘‘erythropoietin in amniotic fluid’’ is

very interesting [1]. Mikovic et al. concluded that ‘‘amniotic

fluid erythropoietin concentration is elevated in growth-

restricted fetuses and could potentially be used for distinction

between growth restricted and constitutionally small fetuses’’

[1]. Indeed, relationship of amniotic fluid index and cord

blood erythropoietin levels is well confirmed in cases with

small for gestational age problems [2]. Determination of

erythropoietin in amniotic fluid is a useful investigation.

However, other pathological conditions can contribute to

aberrations in levels of amniotic erythropoietin (such as parvo

virus B19 infection [3] and hypoxia [4]).
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